1909]      Austrian Preparations on the Italian Frontier

fourth Foreign Minister, is playing a very ugly role at the
Wilhelmstrasse. He's brusque and inspires the diplomats
with terror. They see in him someone of whom they must
be more than ever wary.

For a week Panza has been wearing a very preoccupied
look. The military preparations on your frontier must have
given him something to think about. Also perhaps the
Triple Alliance is in great danger. I wish I were mistaken
but I have the feeling that this is on the way to being dis-
located and in any case it no longer has the appearance of
being very solid. Within two or three days from now we
shall probably know whether there will be war or not because
present conditions can't go on. Austria is losing too much
money thereby and her finances will feel the after effects.
Pray God if war it is, that it will be localised between Austria
and the Servians.

Berlin, 2$th March, 1909.

The day before yesterday I lunched with the Emperor and
I must say I can't understand him at all. He himself an-
nounced his reconciliation with Bulow as a happy event.
He seemed even to boast about it. I confess I bowed my
head and listened in silence without replying. This was the
only thing to do in face of language which gave me the
impression of being childish and which profoundly dis-
pleased me. The Emperor was extremely gay, adopted all
his former little joking ways, and appeared to me to have
jumped too brusquely from despair to unconcern without
having learnt that great lesson which events should have
taught him. It is sad and discouraging.

Berlin, zgth March, 1909.

The probabilities of war have receded for the simple reason,
I think, the world is afraid of it. I don't believe, however,
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